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' No.84Y9/111A.
ibadan, ~ o Hay, 194L.

Copy ‘to:—"
-The tief Conservator of PForests,

'?or ‘in fo rm at.xon W ith e forenc a bo your mirniube

’fdatedihhe 18th of april, In this offics.file K0.8499.

o e tIoam tovsay thab Hisg ExXcellsncy nas insbructed
that the pet,it.ionero may be informed on tha 1lines suggested
by His Honour. 'The Residenlb 'has been Leodes’wi to wkp
action accordingly, and also informed Lmt, action sghould
now be ‘taken - in-accordance ‘with the last santence of
paragresph © of the above letter to t,he Chiefl Siecretary.
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_Assistant was wmainly of eut lines, enclavazn, i

v

- petitions appear to be bdseﬁ on this letter. Clsluwe Ruwwsu i, I

i
B HE1/036 g
Provineisl Foreatl Grfiuc,ﬁ '
Toiaja, 2nd Mey, 1949.
The Conservator of Foreats,
South=Gentral Clrele,
oW 0.

UEPR=S0B0 NATIVE ADMINI STRAT IO Wisdinivi

I have rscently spent some time loapasting this Reserve wilth
a view to conaocolidation, A Poraest assistant has alsa spent a long
period in it, resurveying, cleaning cut linsy =tc, ' During @y visit
I was eble to inspect nearly all Oreek boundarics, all settlenents,
permanent crop plantations, enclaves, nesrily all fiphing Canpa and
sewt west of the cut lines boundaries, I wes slsc shie on oot and
by canoce. to see quite sn smount of the jianterior of the Rezerva,! Purtherp
details ¢an be seen in my touring nctes For Appil. i :

i
s ¢ I

2e Attached to this memorandun is a bHao of the Regerve, and &
rough Vegetsation dap. This latter was necparad by the Porest
Asaistant (Okon) working in the Ressvve. 16 1shot scourate acdlis
only intended as a guide. 1t will be carrectad L8 @mope iniomnetion
becomes available. From my own observation I think that btie area

-
<
i

PR eCa—

of Mangrove is conslderably larger thun indicated, ad that, alfthough bt
the gwamp forest ares 18 not as large as previons infoemation wdold ®
make 1t appear, it is larger thaa shown on the fday . @

3. Buvvery. It is not at present even possibls to &atimatejthc : “i
areae of the Reserve as the river boundarie lwve apparently nevep =

been accurately surveyed. There was a supzestion ebout nikse yesrs

ago that this should be done but T can find a0 trace of it havingg o2

been carried out. The resurvey recently careied out by the Fordst :
ect patha & o,

|
L. Existing Camps and Crops. Propossd cul lines walch would !
excise all permenently occupied Cauns and Siops eve shown on thea !

attached Hap. Detamiled proposals are given in vara.7? below.

e Sessonally oceupied fishing Cumss. There are about eizlit of
these scaltered 1o the Resevrve. 1 Dave seoeh st of Chem but oue or
two are only readily acceasible in the vaions ?hﬁ& they Can be reached

by canoe. They are small, consiating usaally|of only three or Foap :
, & |

amall hute. I think to prevent their incropsd thoip poaitions should %

be accurately ifixed, and to prevent any increqze in size they should @

be accurately deccribed, It is aosslble thatloos time goes on they

will disappear, some do not appear to have bedn sceuplied at all for

considerebly more than o year. : -
] I

6. GObotle Area. The position in this arga Lo not entirely ulaar.‘*, _
Apparently Oboties is inhabited by Jelris who were Dermitted to settle j‘ﬂ.“
there by the Urhobo Cuaers of the land, ghiakarusa Village, near Ohotfﬁ, "
is inhabited by Urhobos who are part of the Clan wibth its Chief at :
Gbukuruad Town, about a mile from the Reaerve long the braeck to : ‘Ew
Jopele, Gbukurusu claim that the Reserve wos made without Sheiy g
nowledge and that: they were unrepresentad at the Settlement Court. gy
At the time the enclaves were made wand the boundapries changed, (1944 ,
they were not revresented on the UJkpe Jobo Souncil, aelthough they srel A
now. fThey also claimed to have summened the Chispr of tie Odorun Qluan
Council. This was apparently held up by the desth of theipr own chilefy
I have: been through the old files on Ukpe Sobo Resseve gnd can fing
little wbout this matter, but attached to this Report ig Lodo! /247
dated 18th November, 1941 from this office. The renlias §0 uyyl 1ﬂt%ﬁ“ 2

N

understend, now desad buat nis SUCGESIOrS apparantly are still very

dissatlsiled, Whatever the position wes in 1Y, thia area is now
Farmed intensively. The area the Ghukucusu beaple clazim should be T
dereserved iz that to the West of the (bakususu -~ Fjakotie Camps, I

have been through thig avea aad it ia old feen land. pe to whethew
or not’ there is auy truth ia the allegaticn that theywere notb intormed
of' the Reserve Proposal and its subaeqient Sattlemsnt Ceurt, if is ..
interestimg to note that there are geveryl old Villoge Sites in the i
Reserve,; the inhabltants of which, it is 'slleved, nad to leave baca
bhey had insuffielent or no land Cor Earming
0f the Reserve.

i
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; Y I nave dealt yith this matter at length bzeoauge Lt 1s the .
I encountered of any real discontent with ths Ressivve bBoundsries.

T P‘l‘u;(lb..lu. T make the foilowing pecposals tor the
constitutlon i the Reserve,

Ae Burvey, A survay of the boundary eivera o be Gada.
— e, p
B. Brxeisions., The folleowing excisicias Lo be nads -

R i e et 2 L

(1) Arontoyasere to be excised by cul lins.
(ii Balkana. to be excised by cul lines (U=l 1o aow dabaadoned)
(Lii)Rumber plantation nedar ajumengoro, ajucsugorcliirele and Aroiwan
1o be gxcised by cut lioes. !
(iv) The line forming the Northern ¥oor the Gheloko enclave
to be straightened Lo mest the cwotern ot line produced (o
sxclude the old tTerms in which there sre pubber fress bglonging

)

to Ghekoko people) :
Ajakotle Camps and rubber plintations & cut Lines.
(vi) Area nesar Gbotie eunclave contaliving deme sett B oand
pgermanent crops, Plastaltions, Eols sboe., to be exclsed py cut |
= lines. !
(vii) Rubber plantation crossed by Hoeth-3outh cut line 4id ¢ .“'
Utonyatsere = Sapele track toe be sucised by cut lines. 'j ;
Ce J2 erl Pis shiing Camps,. Sites of wu.‘,onuLlw aaeupied 11;:“;'1:_ :
campa Lo De sccurately tixed end descrive (to preveut new cnes -
springing up and further encroschment by Lintrlk Qares ) R,
¥ ] -
I g Do Obotie cut out. It might clsc be dopcsidsrad desivabli to
cut out the old faem lend mentioned iu pava. & sbuve by a line Pron
Ljakotie camp to Obotie., 1 do not, recommend [this very strongly| bu
it would obviate Tuture disputen and possibly avoid any quastiocn in
the future of Ellf'.[,fltlp[lh of 1llegal conati l;::"f]iihl oft the Keserve.
|
8, Coaclusion., I the proposels conts in 7B and O sbove are
acted upon the Reserve will he entirely roe ol eights with the
exception of the following :- J
(&) The right to realde in ths suall svabtered and only
seasonally occupied fis: :‘Eui..
b) Rights of way on existi <bhs QHG water ways
‘ ¢) Rights to hunt aud fish by the cguanal aowners.
' d) Tie rights to collect pslum siice {(thers are very fow
: palms outside the areas which 1tlis sroposed sheuld be cui
: out)., 1 realise thet theas e sals mean a sueh greater
. ; length of cut line %o be kapt cloiwt but conaider the
' advantage of naving the Recer sractically clear of rights
outweilghs this. Ineidentally 0l of the propogsed cut
lines have already been made i > course Oof Gurveys !
I
9. May I please have your comments 7 Plswuse also return the
Vegetational Mzp - As it is only very sopvaximatbte, T have not had
' copies made.
]
; (8uds) G Ao Walker
b Proviucisg Forest (pficer,
: Iohwm Avred.
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The Chief Consg. of Forests,

Forest Headgnarters,
1 b ad.an.

Preliminary Report on the Coasolidsbion of ' ;4

Regional Forest Office
Western Provinces,
ibadsn, 25th May, 15049.
R ¥

HoeWePe152/35, 5

Ukpe—ﬂobo Reserve in Warrli Provincea.

: In uucordanue with the
of Forest Reserves I submit a prellmlnavyngLP of pvonosnls
~about the Ukpe 5obo L.A. Rescrve.

K

2. I recommend your agproval aof

the exception of pars. 7.D.
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__________ i nesSbelin Froving

G.P., Lagos. 148943 iy - o[(;( chi g LM sDe Nk s

Ly T Ukpe—5000 Natlve Adilalsbrablcn forest L.es

S G.

b o D e with referau;e;to your endors s Hioe 49/ 80 ol bhe

i 4b1 164 of c’.?bh o1 datldu.l‘,y, 1\)41 N 1 forward L ‘11_1':4‘,,_{_&-‘,;__ng: the report
: dU-‘-)--"l .

[, of the aAsslstaub Sonservator 01 rorssts Lc Ubls

$05) L'ps -Lr_‘,

.Ul 10D 17 T, Ueo.Melnuoshy aqd Comngnts vheraoit by the fasticlch
2.0-(_{- ¥

Utflicer, Jekri—wobo blvision Vs b L Uanlis,

LS )
‘‘not only the Orlgingd petitioners Lwiilel WKONSUC)
invoived, but also the Feregene Taully sod bLhe vilig - o of

Cootie, 1 corslderad it besit ror the

assdaglbagnt oS, pvav o

t o wake ‘a tullk survey of the wosinicn. ‘Yhe recdnnsicpblons

put forwaid are ==

{aj lthe slteration.-ol the 3outhern Boddklayy O Lhhe

R i ltlgﬂuﬂu.‘.'m.nrgn'.‘-u—u&n-.— 'T‘ <4 o
e | : )
Lt Lo exclude the village O 00L&,

G-l \b) ‘lhe sebtting apart 0L a Iéasduabie o of

1 _ the imhgoibants of the viidgges ol ubahkosd valitor Uoonedo

asgERECTEFEIIE
:
v
T

— and Utonyatsere \Fregene/. Lie asSisualnh

Loty s Gf

advocates that thils shall, vagLi we
put. the Uistrict Wricer wlshes il L be e b

enblrely us ail enclave.

2. hs regards \aj the orlglasl limenblon o

| L Ly
‘! was Lo exclude WolLle fran the oeserve ol 10 Cool e Ll
' jup. lclnuwosh wolabed 0ub thutl Ll wduis FE ek & e
Ut)OLle; it had always been :r,:cl.-.;-,t»,'-,:-_-cq Lad B &€ hagen 4
reconmend that bhe new tradse as sdgddisd oy Ltig wundcryator
be sazebbed as an guendment .
Je AS T8gardd \by L preicr Liie —slserbal @l Loon s Taconnen—

dation that these Lwo enclavas Lo sorinilatbly Civioxd rron the
heserve ror the reasorns he s4Vos. Lne

require dewarcatlon and a gasetle nobice il aci
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IW.R. N.A. Public Notice No. 3 of 1952
ORDER made under THE FORESTRY ORDINANCE (Cab. 75)

WESTERN URHOBO D[STRICT NATIVE AUTHORITY FORLEST
RESERVE (UKPE SOBO TOREST) (AMENDMENT) ORDER, 1952

In exercise of the powers conferred upon Native Authorities by section 20 of che
Forestry Ordinance, the following order has been made by the Western Urhoba District
Native Authority w ith the approval of the Resident, Warri Province t whom power of
approval has been delegated :—

This order may be cited as the Western Urhobo District Native Authority
Forest Reserve (Ukpe Sobo Forest) (Amendment) Order, 19532

2. Order No. 33 of 1933 is hereby further revised and moditied by revoking the
First and Second Schedules thereto and substituting the following therctor - —

FIRST SCHEDULE

All that prece of land containing forty-three square miles or thercabouts situated
i the western part of the Urhobo Division of the Wirnt Provinee and bovnded as
tollows = —

Starting from a point on the left bank of the Benin River where 1t s jomed by the
right bank of the Hole-in-the-Wall Creck (River Bemn and Hole-in-the-\Wall Creck,
thend Survey unnumbered Sheet of Warri Provinee 1/500,000 duted 1949) and marked
by a pillar, by the left bank of the Benin River upstream in a general casterly lirection
for a distance of about 4,500 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on o hearing of
170 degrees for a distance of 530 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on @ beaning
of 93 degrees for a distance of 1,060 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on
bearing of 123 degrees for a distance of 710 feet to a pillar ; thenee by a stenzhi Line cut
on a bearing of 93 degrees for a distance of 4,030 feet to a piilar ; thenee by a straight
line cut on a bearing of 6 degrees 30 minutes for a distance of 530 feet to a pillar situated
on the left bunk of the Benin River ; thence by ihe left bank of the Benin River vpstrean
in a general cast-north-easterly direction for a distance of about 2,700 feet o pillar -
thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 154 degrees for a distance of 660 feet to «
pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 69 degrees 30 mimutes for @ distane
of 450 feet to a pillar ; thence by a steaight line cut on a bearing of 327 depr es for .
distance of 790 feet to a pillar on the left bank of the Benin River ; thence by the lef:
bank of the Benin River upstream in 2 general north-casterly and then southerly direction
tor a distance of about 4 miles 930 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line mut on
bearing of 229 degrecs for a distance of 360 feet to a pillar ; thence by a strwght line
cut on a hearing of 126 degrees for a distance of 800 feet to a pillar ; thence by o straighi
line cut on a bearing of 48 degrees 30 miautes for a distance of 250 feet to a pillar on the
lett bank of the Benin River ; thenee by the left bank of the Benm River upstreanm in
general south-casterly direction for a.distance of about 2 miles 3435 feet to o pillar
thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 163 degrees for a Jistance of 80 icct to
pillar ; thenee by a straight line cut on a bearing of 67 degrees for a distance of 150 feet
to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 343 degrees for a distance of
70 feet to a pillar on the left bank of the Benm River ; thence l)) the left bank of the
Benin River upstream in a general north-casterly direction for a distance of aboue 1 mil
1,220 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 0] desrees for
distance of 330 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of [51 degrecs
30 minutes for a distance of 1 mile 4,000 feet to a pillar 5 thenee by a straght line cul
on a bearing ot 281 degrees for a distance of 660 feet to a pillar ; thenee by astrnght line
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cut on a bearing of 318 degrecs for a distance of 600 fect to & pillar ; thence by a strazght
line cut on a bearing of 273 degrees for a distance of 330 feet to u pillar ; thence by a
straight line: cut on a bearing of 170 degrees for a distance of 1,200 feet to a pillar

thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 141 degrees 30 minutes for a distune: of

280 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 88 degrees for a distence
of 330 feet to a pillar ; thence by 2 straight line cut on a bearing of 56 degrees for a
distance of 580 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 131 degives
30 minutes for a distance of 4 miles 700 feet to a pillar on the right bank of the Mayuku
Creek ; thence crossing the Mayuku Creek on a bearing of 181 degrees 3t minutes {or
a distance of 400 feet to a pillar on the left bank of the Mayuku Creek ; thence by the
left bank of the Mayuku Creek upstream in a general south-easterly direction for a
distance of about 2 miles 600 fcet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut ou a bearing of
272 degrees 30 minutes for a distance of 4 miles 2,400 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight
line cut on a bearing of 360 degrees for a distance of 2,770 fect to a pillar ; thence by a
straight line cut on a bearing of 274 degrees 30 minutes for a distance of 3,960 feet to o
pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 326 degrees for a distance of 4,000
feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 262 degrees Jor a distance
of 1,830 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on 2 bearing of 211 degrees for a
distance of 2,750 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight linc cut on a bearing of 202 degrees
for a distance of 3,830 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 307
degrees 30 minutes for a distance of 130 fect to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on
a bearing of 262 degrees for a distance of 530 fect to a pillar on the right bank ol the
Sound Creek ; thence by the right bank of the Sound Creek downstrean in a general
south-westerly direction for a distance of about 530 feet to a pillar on the right bunk of
the Sound Creck where it is joined by the right bank of the Hole-in-the- Wall Crecl 5
thence by the right bank of the Hole-in-the-Wall Creck downstream in a general
northerly direction for a distance of about 4 miles 4,900 feet to a pillar on the right baunk
of the Hole-in-the-Wall Creck ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 158 decrees
for a distance of 610 feet to a pillar ; theace by a straight line cut on a Learing ol 110
degrees 30 minutes for a distance of 4,290 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line ot
on a bearing of 360 degrees for a distance of 1 mile 400 feet to a pillar | thence by a
straight line cut on a bearing of 270 degrees for a distance of 2,720 feet to a pillac | thence
by a straight line cut on a bearing of 213 degrees for a distance ol 760 [-ct to a pillar
on the right bank of the Hole-in-the-Wall Creek ; thence by the right bunl: ol the Hole-
in-the-Wall Creek downstream in a general north-westerly direction for a distance of
about 8 miles to the starting point, excepting those arcas of land within the houndaries
described above the situation and limits of which are as follows —

1. All that piece of land containing eighty-seven acres or thereabouts situated i
the central part of the Reserve immediately surrounding farmland belonging to the
inhabitants of Gbekoko and bounded as follows —

Starting from a point on the right bank of the Mayuku Creck at a distance of 300
feet measured upstream along the right bank of the Mayuku Creck from the pomt viicre
the right bank of the Mayuku Creck is joined by the cast bank of an wnnamed CUreek
joining -the Mayuku Creek and the Benin River and marked by a pillar, by a straight
Jine cut on a bearing of 80 degrees for a distance of Y10 feet to a pillar ; thence by a
straight line cut on a bearing of 170 degrees for a distance of 260 feet to a pillar ; thence
by a straight linc cut on a bearing of 80 degrees for a distance of 2,400 feet to a pillar ;
thence by 2 straight line cut on a bearing of 170 degrees for a distance of 1,390 feet to a
pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 260 degrees for a distance of Y90 Jeet
to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 290 degrees for a distance of 660
feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a hearing of 260 degreee for a distance
of 1,430 fect to a pillar on the right bank of the Mayuku Creek ; thenee by the right bank
of the Mayuku Creck downstream in a general northerly direction for a distance of about
1,600 fect to the starting point. i
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2. All that picee of land containing one hundred and seventy-two acres or thercabouts

situated in the castern part of thé Reserve immediately surrm:mling farmiand l\clunging

to the inhabitants of Elume camp and Umugele camp at Utonyatsere and bounded as
follows :—

Starting from a point on the right hand side of the 1950 path from Sapele to Flume
camp at a distance of 2,780 feet measured along the 1950 path from Sapele to Flume
camp from the point where the 1950 path from Sapele to Elume camp crosses the cut
line forming the eastern boundary of the Reserve and marked by a pillar, by a straight
line cut on a bearing of 170 degrees for a distance of 660 feet to a pillar ; thence by a
straight line cut on a bearing of 260 degrees for a distance of 750 fect to a pillar on the
left hand side of the 1950 pathifrom Elume camp to Umugele camp ; thence by the
left hand side of the 1950 path from Elume camp to Umugele camp for a distance of
2,420 feet to a pillar on the left hand side of the 1950 path from Elume catap to Umugele
camp ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 80 degrees for a distance of 792 feet
to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 170 degrees for a distuance of
1,320 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 260 degrees for a
distance of 1,250 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 340 degrees
for a distance of 1,430 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 310
degrees tor a distance of 1,890 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing
of 324 degrees for a distance of 1,130 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a
bearing of 50 degrees for a distance of 700 feet to a pillar ; thence by a siraight line cut
on a hearing of 115 degrees for a distance of 1,050 feet to a pillar ; thence by a stright
line cut on a bearing of 25 degrees for a distance of 1,590 feet to a pillar ; thenee by a
straight line cut on a hearing of 80 degrees for a distance of 660 feet to a pillar ; thence
by ‘a straight line cut on a bearing of 170 degrees [or a distance of 740 feet to the starting
point.

3. All that piece of land containing one decimal six acres or theresbouts situated
in the eastern part of the Reserve west of Utonyatsere immediately surrounding the
rubber plantation of Igoyo and bounded as follows :—

Starting from a point on the right hand side of the 1950 path {romn Ghekoko o
Umugele camp at a distance of 2 miles 2,000 feet from Ghekoko measured castward
along the 1950 path from Gbcekoko to Umugele camp and marked by a pillar, by a
straight line cut on a bearing of §7 degrees for a distance of 115 feet to a pillar ; thenee
by a straight linc cut on a bearing of 145 degrees for a distance of 160 feet m a pillar ;
thence by = struight line cut on a bearing of 212 degrees for a distance ¢f 220 feet to
pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 297 degrees for a distance of 270 feet
to a pillar ; thence. by a straight line cut on a bearing of 26 degrees 30 minutes for a
distance of 210 feet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of §7 dewrees
for a distance of 70 fect to the starting point. i )

4. All that piece of land containing decimal two of an aere or thereabouts situated
in the south-east part of the Reserve immediately surrounding the rubber plantation of
Mukoro, and bounded as follows —

Starting from a point on the left hand side ol the 1950 path from Unugele canp o
Okwadiakpor camp at a distance of 2,900 feet measured northward along the 1950 path
from Okwadiakpor camp to Umugele camp from the point where the 1950 path trom
Okwadiakpor camp to Umugele camp is crossed by the cut line forming the castern
boundary of the Reserve and marked by a pillar, by a straight line cut on a bearimg of
326 degrees 30 minutes for a distance of 15 teet to a pillar ; thence by a straight line
cut on a bearing of 45 degrees for a distance of 70 feet to a pillar ; thence by u staaioh
line cut on a bearing of 114 degrees 30 minutes tor a distance of 100 feat to u pill:Tr :

thence by a straight line cut onia bearing of 218 degrees for a distance of 130 feet 1o a
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pillar ; thence by a straight line cut on a bearing of 326 degrees 30 minutes for a distance

of 80 feet to the starting point.  All distances are approximate only, distances bemng

those actually measured along the ground and not reduced to the horizontal. Al

bearings are refecred to true North and adjusted from Magnetic bearings observed

during the months of January, February and March, 1950, All pillars are cement pillars.
1

SECOND SCHEDULIL
RiGHTS WITHIN THE RESERVE
To the Co::iauuum[ Ouwners of the Land
L. The nights to hunt and fish. |
2. The right to colleet palm produce.

3. The right to maintain (for thé purpose of residing) but not to extend the following
seasonally occupied fishing camps

Camp 1.—0n the right bank of the Hole-in-the-Wall Creck distance ol 2,000 feet
measured downstream along the right bank of the Hole-in-the-Wall Crecl: from the
point where the right bank of the Hole-in-the-Wall Creck is joined by the aght bank
of the Mayuku Creek and consisting of two huts.

Camp 2.—0n the right bank of the Hole-in-the-Wall Creek a distanec of 1 nule
200 feet measured downstream along the right bank of the [Mole-in-the-\Wall Crecl
from the point upposite which the left bank of the Hole-in-the-Wall Creck i+ joined hy
the right bank of the Liverpool Creel and consisting of three huts.

Camp 3.-—5Situated about 1 mile 2,600 fect north-west of Gbekoko and consisting
of six huts.

Camp 4.—On the east bank of an unnamed Creek a distance of 1 mile measurved
northward along the east bank of the unnamed Creck from the point where the cast

bank of the unnamed Creek joins the right bank of the Mayuku Creek and consistine
of thirteen huts.

Camp 5.—On the right hand side ot the 1950 path from Gbekoko to Unugele canip
a distance of 1 mile 2,470 feet measured eastward along the 1950 path frons Gbekolo
to Umugele camp from Gbekoko and consisting of seven huts.

Camp 6.—0One hut situated on the left bank of the Mayuku Creck a distance of
2 miles 1,140 feet measured upstream along the left bank of the Mayuku Creek from
the point opposite which the right bank of the Mayuku Creek is joined by the cast
bank of the unnamed Creek and opposite the village of Ghekoko.

Camp 7—0On the right bank of the Mayuku Creek a distance of 2 miles S40 feot
measured downstream along the right bank of Mayuku Creek from the point where
the right bank of the Mayuku Creek is joined by the cut line forming the castern boundary
of the Reserve and consisting of one hut. '

Camp §.—4,000 feet east of Camp 7 and consisting of seven huts,
Camnp 9.—2,000 feet north of Camp § and consisting of three huts.
Camp 10.—2,000 feet south-east ol Camp 9 and consisting of nine huts.

Camp 11.—2,000 feet east of Camp 10 and cons

isting of five huts.
To the general public :— I ;
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D.S.L.N. 7 ql' 1996 —Part »

TRADITIONAL RULERS AND CHIEFS EDICT, 1979
STILL APPLICABLE IN DELTA STATE

Declaration of Customary Law Regulating Succession to Traditional Ruler Title
of Amai Clan in Ndokwa West Local Government Area

It is hereby notified for general information that in exercise of the powers conferred
by Section 7(2) of the Traditional Rulers and Chiefs Edict, 1979, of the defunct Bendel
State, still applicable in Delta State, and by virfue of all other laws enabling it in that
behalf, the Executive Council of the Delta State of Nigeria has approved the following
declaration

Declaration Made Under Section 7(2) of the Traditional Rulers and Chiefs Edict,
1979, stating the Customary Law Regulating Succession to the T e of Igwetc
of Amai.

1. There are five Ruling Houses in Amai known, in the order of seniority as Amai-
Nge, Umuckum, Umubu, Ishikaguma and Umuosele quarters.

7 Succession rotates around the Ruling Houses in the order given in paragraph |
above, save that when a Ruling House, the turn of which it is to present a candidate, 1s
unable to do so within a period of 30 days and an extension of 14 days after the
interregnum, succession passes to the next Ruling House.

5. To qualify, a candidate must be a male adult, a patrilineal and or matrilineal
descendant of the appropriate Ruling House, provided that the matrilineal offspring bears
the surname of the patriiilleal_lilleagc, must ‘be a member of the Inotu_ruling class, must
communicate effectively in English language, must be resident at home (not to rule by
proxy or in exile), free from any serious physical deformity, contagious disease or
insanity. He must not be an ex-convict and must be acceptable to the generality of Amai
people.

4. When a vacancy occurs, the Head of the appropriate Ruling House summons and
presides over -a meeting of the Ruling House comprising the Ikpalas and Inotus for the
purpose of nominating & suitable cadidate by a onsensus or where there are more than
one candidate by a simple majority is presented by the said Head to the entire Amai Clan
through the Onotu-Uku of Ishikaguma or his representative who shall summon a meeting
of the five Ruling Houses, comprising the Ikpalas and Inotus at Amai Community Palace
(Isu-Asua) presided over by the Ugbana of Ishikaguma or his represe gvegto approve
or disapprove the candidate, where there is only one ot otherwise i se t a candidate,
by a consensus or simple majority and their decision shall be final, éa ded that where
the appropriate Ruling House nominates only one candidate a ch a candidate is
disapproved by the said meeting, the appropriate Ruling Hi ::r\hll have the right to

nominate another, until a suitable candidate is finally selected, ..
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D.S.L,N. 9 of 1996

TRADITIONAL RULERS AND CHIEFS EDICT, 1979
STILL APPLICABLE IN DELTA STATE

Delegation of Powers to a Prescribed Authority (Area of Application)
(Amendment) Order, 1996

Date of Commencement: 16th August, 1996

In exercise of the powers conferred upon it by Sub-Section (4) of
Section 28 of the Traditional Rulers and Chiefs Edict, 1979, of the
defunct Bendel State still applicable in Delta State, arid by virtue of
all other laws enabling it in that behalf, the Executive Council of
Delta State of Nigeria hereby makes the followlng Orger:

1. This Order may be cited as the Delegation of Powers-to a
Prescribed Authority (Area of Application) (Amendment) Order, 1996.

2. The. delegation of powers to a Prescribed Authority (Area of
Application) Order, 1979 is hereby amended as follows:

delete the title Okpala-Uku of Amai” appearing under first column
under Ndokwa Local Government Area and- substitute therefor “The
Igwete of Amai”’

DATED at Asaba.thls 16th day of August, 1996.

K. MORDI P
Secretary to the State Government

B 11

Short Title.

_ Améndment of
IB.s.L.N. 46
,of 1979.

Ay

D.S.L.N. 10 of 1996

TRADITIONAL RULERS AND CHIEFS EDICT, 1979
STILL APPLICABLE IN DELTA'STATE

(Amendment to the First Schedule) Order, 1996
Date of Commencement. 16th August, 1996

In exercise of the powers conferred upon it by sub-section (3) of

Section 39 of the Traditional Rulers and Chiefs Edict, 1979 ol‘ tPe '

'

defunct Bendel State still applicable in Délta State, and by v: ue of
all other laws enabling it in that behalf the 'Executive Counc:l of
Delta State of Nigeria hereby makes the following Order

~

1. This 0rder may be cited as the Traditional’ Rulcrs and Chiefs
Edict, 1979, (Amendment) to the First Schedule) Order, 1996

"n

. Short Title



Declaration made under Section 7(2) of the traditional Rulers and Chiefs Edict, 79,
stating the Customary Law Regulating Succession to the Title of Ovie of lyede

1. There is only one Ruling House in Iyede Known as Oboro.

2. Succession is by selection through consensus, failing which selection is by simple
majority of a male member of parternal lineage of Oboro Ruling House in a general
meeting of Oboro Ruling House called for that purpose. Females are absolutely barred.
This meeting is held in the House of the Okpako of Oboro Ruling House in which the
Okpako presides. The Okpako is the oldest male member ofparternal lineage of Oboro
Ruling House.

3. Where the Oboro House is unable to agree on a single candidate, all such
candidates . having support among principal members of the Ruling House may be
presented by their respective supporters (o the Atebo/Tkpokpogri family.

4. Before presentation to Atebo/Ikpokpogri family of any candidate or candidates by
the Oboro Ruling House, the candidate.or candidates is/are first presented to the Egbo
Royal parent family for notification. Where the candidates are more than ong a final
attempt is made by the Egba Royal parent family to select the candidate that enjoys
greater acceptability who if successful will be the only candidate to be presented to the
Atebo/Ikpokpogri family.

5. The Atebo/Ikpokpogri family then screens each candidates presented and in &
meeting of the family summoned for that purpose in the house of the Okpako and
presided over by him would select one of the candidates found to be most suitable and
enjoys greater accetability among Iyede people as Ovie. This selection is by consensus,
failing which by simple majority of Atebo/Tkpokpogii family attending.

6. Upon the demise of an Ovie, the corpse 1s injerred and burial rites and ceremonies
must then be performed and complqted,within three years of the demise. Meanwhile, a
Regency Council made up of five persons is selected from among the male members of
Erun family with the eldest of them as Chairman. The Regency Council acts for the

three-year interfegnum.

9, B. S. L. N. 116 of 1979 published in Bendel State of Nigeria Extraordinary
Gazett- “To. 51, Yol. 16 of 28th September, 1979 is hereby revoked.

Dated at Asaba this 15th day ot October, 1996

K. MoRrDI }P,
Secretary to the State Govermnent
‘ Delta State
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The Regldent,
Warri Province, -
Warri. Warri
11th July,1932.
Sir,

We the undersigned, representatives of the Olu Itsekiri
on behalf of the 0lu Itsekiri and on behalf of all Itsekiri hox

respectfully submit this protest for your Honour's informatlici A
the Notice published by the Ukpe Sobo Native Administration Clalk

duly approved by the Acting Resident Mr.E.AMiller and witne:

by the Asst. District officer Mr.R.D.J. Fremlin dsted 7th May 1832,

to constitute a Native Administration Forestry Reserve.

All that pilece of land desoribed in the aforesald Notice holaong

0lu of Itsekirly; who is the sole Trustee of all Itsekiri lands,
‘We further beg to hope that your honour will accordingly
inform the Ukpe Sobo ‘Native Authority that this protest is a
cancellation of the Ukpe Sobo Public Notice referred to above.
We have aetc.
(sgd) Chief Omagbemi Olotu his x mark

ESgd; Ch. Dore”

Sgd Ch.3kin
Oko
their x
Ogbomeyi
witness to marks and signatures x
Sgd. S.M.AsAwoshike,
. | [ -\ !H.\"“i ) ;~

e
L



T' CLSh
L

THE REPORT OF
-~ THE 3 MAN COMMITTEE
| ON

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE OKPE-URHOBO
(UKPE-SOBO) FOREST RESERVE AND OTHER
ANCILLARY MATTERS RELATING TO THE DE-
RESERVED PORTION, ENCROACHMENT AND

OTHERS.

MINISTRY OF LANDS & SURVEYS,
ASABA.
MARCH, 2020.

| OFFICE OF THE -
PERMANENY SECRFT iy

MINISTRY OF LRNE 5 Lo 1
X URBAN D yFLOPGE

‘,_\ :. ‘l-\ L AN




055 &

TABLE OF CONTENT

ABSTRACT (CONSTITUTION OF COMMITTEE) - - 1
CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION S -3
CHAPTER 2. VISIT TO NATIONAL ARCHIVE OF NIGERIA,

IBADAN TO CONDUCT SEARCH FOR LEGAL

DOCUMENTS AND SURVEY MAPS/SKETCHES

AND OTHER SEARCH i 4-5
CHAPTER 3. FINDINGS S 6-7

CHAPTER 4. CONCLUSION - - 8




CHE \

ABSTRACT
CONSTITUTION OF COMMITTEE:

The Hon. Commissioner, Ministry of Lands and Surveys constituted a 3-
man committee on the 22nd January, 2020 to examine the petition from
Abigborodo community (led by the Alema of Warri Kingdom, Chief
Emmanuel Oritsejolomi Uduaghan) titled, “Western Urhobo District Native
Authority Forest (Ukpe-Sobo Forest) Reserve: Gbekoko Utonyatsere Belong
to the Abigborodo Community of Warri North Local Government Area off
Delta State: A Petition Against Mr. Augustine Arieaja for Trespass”. Attached
as Annexure |.

2. The committee is composed of the following officers:

i O. Emiri Esq. - Special Assistant to HC. (Lands) - Chairman:
ii. Surv. Pauline A. Avose (Mrs.) - Dir. Of Boundary - Member &
ili.  Esv. P.E. Ebitonmo (Mrs.) - Director of Lands - Member/Sec.

3. The committee met with the Hon. Commissioner on 24th January,
2020. At the meeting the Hon. Commissioner expressed serious concern
about the constant receipt of reports and enquiries from both individuals and
security agencies about the indiscriminate encroachment into the forest
reserve. He further said, the committee should carry out an extensive
investigation into the Okpe-Urhobo (Ukpe-Sobo) Forest Reserve and come
up with a comprehensive report that can be submitted to His Excellency, the
Governor in due course. He concluded by saying the letter from the Orodje
of Okpe Kingdom and those from the Nigeria Police and Department of State
Security should be married in the course of undertaking the investigation and
a clear cut survey plan of the purported de-reserved portion of the forest
reserve be done if need be within 1 month.
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CHAPTER 1.

1.0. INTRODUCTION:

1.1. The Committee held its inaugural meeting on the 29 January, 2020
where members articulated modalities to execute the assignment given to it
within the timeframe of one month.

1.2.  All members were present at the meeting and the petition was carefully
reviewed. Arising from the review the following conclusions/guidelines were
drawn out to support the committee in investigating the petition.

k.

2

That the petition did not bother on any known or presumed
boundary dispute between two communities;

That the portion of land subject matter of the petition and enquiries
from the Abigborodo community, Nigeria Police Force and the
Department of State Security forms part of the Okpe-Urhobo (Ukpe-
Sobo) Forest Reserve and the claim of its de-reserved by the Delta
State Government in favour of the Abigborodo community
(Otonyatsere enclave) would be investigated by this committee;

. That the portion of land being claimed by the Abigborodo

community as Otonyatsere enclave is same as the area subject matter
of the petition being investigated;

. That the petition of the Orodje of Okpe Kingdom with effect to the

encroachment of unknown persons into the Okpe-Urhobo (Ukpe-
Sobo) Forest Reserve is equally in respect of that same portion of
land subject matter of this investigation;

_That the area within the Okpe-Urhobo (Ukpe-Sobo) Forest Reserve

being allegedly unlawfully encroached on and sold by Mr. Augustine
Aradaja and his cohorts form part of the forest reserve purportedly
de-reserved; :

. That the committee clearly opine that for it to progress with this

investigation activity, it must identify the acquisition gazette of the
forest reserve;

_ That there is no need for the committee to dwell into the historical

administrative processes leading to the acquisition of the Okpe-
Urhobo (Ukpe-Sobo) Forest Reserve since the legal notices and
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gazettes relating to the forest reserve are sufficient and final proof of
all issues relating thereto;

8. That the committee would at the end of this investigation carry out
a field survey of the purported area de-reserved and produce the
survey thereof in favour of the bonafide owners who shall bear the
Survey cost payable to the Office of the Surveyor General, Ministry
of Lands and Surveys, Delta State.

1.3. The committee subsequently agreed to visit the National Archive of
Nigeria, Ibadan to secure all relevant legal notices, gazettes and survey maps
and sketches required to investigate this petition.
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CHAPTER 2.

2.0. VISIT TO THE NATIONAL ARCHIVE OF NIGERIA, IBADAN TO
CONDUCT SEARCH FOR LEGAL DOCUMENTS AND  SURVEY
MAPS/SKETCHES AND OTHER SEARCHES:

2.1. The committee proceeded to lbadan on Wednesday 5th — 7th February,
2020. At the National Archive of Nigeria, the following documents and
survey maps/sketches relevant to the investigation were secured:

i. The Native Authority Ordinance, (Chapter 73) and The
Interpretation Ordinance, (Chapter 2) of 1932, Annexure |I.

ii.  The Notice. Proposed Ukpe-Sobo Native Administration Forest
Reserve of 1932, Annexure |I.

iii.  Gazette Order for The Ukpe-Sobo Native Administration Forest
Reserve of 1933, Annexure |V.

iv. The Ukpe-Sobo Native Administration  Forest Reserve
establishment approval, Boundaries, Rights within the Reserve, of
1933, Annexure V.

V. The N.A. Public Notice No. 3 of 1944. Order Made Under The
Forestry Ordinance, 1937 (No. 38 0f 1937) Ukpe-Sobo Native
Administration Forest Reserve, Annexure VI,

vi.  W.R.N.A. Public Notice No. 3 of 1952. Order made under The
Forestry Ordinance (Cap. 75) Western Urhobo District Native
Authority Forest Reserve (Ukpe-Sobo  Forest) (Amendment)
Order, 1952, Annexure VI|. '

vii.  The survey map of Warri Province of 1936, Annexure VIII.

viii. The Ukpe-Sobo N.A. Forest Reserve survey map of 1952,
Annexure X,

iX.  The survey map showing the Area at Utonyatsere and Gbekoko
in Ukpe-Sobo N.A. Forest Reserve over which Farming Rights
Have Been Admitted of 1942, Annexure X.

2.2. The Committee further reached out to the Ministry of Information,
Printing Department, (The Delta State Government Printers/Custodian of all
Delta State Printed Gazette) and secured the published de-reserved Gazette
No. 44, Vol. 6 in Delta State Notice No. 45 of 17t October, 1996, page B 12,
Annexure X]|.
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2.3. The Committee also had to take into consideration the letter from the
HRM. Orhue 1, CFR, mni, Orodje of Okpe Kingdom of 6" November, 2019,
Annexure Xll. The letters from the Nigeria Police Force on their investigation
activities on the subject matter dated 27™ December, 2019, Annexure Xlll and
that from the Department of State Security on their Investigation activities on
the same subject matter dated 7" January, 2020, Annexure XIV.



CHAPTER 3.

3.0. FINDINGS:

3.1. The Committee did a very careful review of all the above mentioned
legal documents, survey maps/sketches and correspondences to the Ministry
of Lands and Surveys on the subject matter and reached the following
findings:

i. That the Okpe-Urhobo (Ukpe-Sobo) Forest Reserve is a Delta
State Government land and the State’s legal title of its’ acquisition
stretches back to Order No. 33 of 1933 which constituted the
Ukpe-Sobo Native Administration Forest Reserve, please see
Annexure IV, V & VI. :

i. That the Okpe-Urhobo (Ukpe-Sobo) Forest Reserve was
established on all that piece of land containing 2.245 square miles
or thereabouts in the Jakri-Sobo Division of the Warri Province,
see Annexure VI, First Schedule. The establishment Order also
made provision for farming rights to the communities frorn whom
the forest reserve was acquired, see Annexure VI, Second
Schedule, §. 1 (A) & (B).

iii.  That the Amendment Order of 1952, Annexure VIl did not alter
the size of the Ukpe-Sobo Forest Reserve as provided in Annexure
VI, First Schedule but only affected/changed the farming rights of
the communities in the Second Schedule by restricting farming in
permanent crops like oil palm, rubber, cocoa or kola plantation
in the area now reserve, leaving right to hunt and fish, right to
collect palm produce, right to maintain (for purpose of residing)
but not to extend the seasonally occupied fishing camps duly
listed and right of way within specifically identified paths within
the forest reserve.

iv.  That the Executive Council of Delta State of Nigeria in exercise of
the powers bestowed on it by the provisions of Section 21, Cap.
59, Laws of the defunct Bendel State of Nigeria still applicable in
Delta State of Nigeria de-reserved 200 (two hundred) acres of the
Okpe-Urhobo (Ukpe-Sobo) Forest Reserve with effect from 16t
August, 1996 in favour and in addition to the existing area of the
Otonyatsere enclave and the 200 (two hundred) acres de-
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Vii.

Viii.
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reserved survey description was simultaneously given, see
Annexure Xl, page B 12.
That some unknown persons according to HRM. Orhue 1, CFR,
mni, Orodje of Okpe Kingdom encroached on the Okpe-Urhobo
(Ukpe-Sobo) Forest Reserve is correct and the photographic
evidences are attached to Annexure XII.
That Mr. Augustine Aradaja and his cohorts encroached on the
Okpe-Urhobo (Ukpe-Sobo) Forest Reserve is correct, specifically
the de-reserved 200 (two hundred) acres of the Okpe-Urhobo
(Ukpe-Sobo) Forest Reserve which is clearly added to the existing
area of the Otonyatsere enclave of Abigborodo community, see
Annexure XI, Page B 12. ‘
That the de-reservation order, Annexure X| bestowing legal right
over the 200 (two hundred) acres of the Okpe-Urhobo (Ukpe-
Sobo) Forest Reserve on Otonyatsere enclave of Abigborodo
community in Warri North Local Government Area of Delta State
is a legal instrument still in force.
That the de-reserved land which has survey description does not
have a survey plan and hence there is a need for the Office of the
Surveyor General, Ministry of Lands and Surveys to undertake a
survey of the de-reserved 200 (two hundred) acres of the Okpe-
Urhobo (Ukpe-Sobo) Forest Reserve in favour of Otonyatsere
enclave of Abigborodo community in Warri North Local
Government Area of Delta State.
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CHAPTER 4. J
4.0. CONCLUSION:

4.1. Arising from the foregoing, we have no hesitation to reach the
conclusion that Otonyatsere enclave of Abigborodo community in Warri
North Local Government Area of Delta State own the de-reserved 200 (two
hundred) acres of the Okpe-Urhobo (Ukpe-Sobo) Forest Reserve clearly
expressed in the survey description in the published de-reserved Gazette No.
44. Vol. 6 in Delta State Notice No. 45 of 17" October, 1996, page B 12,
Annexure Xl.

4.2. The committee hereby attach a sketch plan of the de-reserved 200 (two
hundred) acres of the Okpe-Urhobo (Ukpe-Sobo) Forest Reserve as Annexure
XV.

4.3, Asa committee, we wish to thank the Hon. Commissioner, Ministry of
Lands and Surveys for the privilege to serve the State by our appointment in
our respective capacity in this committee and hereby submit this successfully
concluded report of our investigation.

Speciﬁr Assistant to HC, (Lands)
/ (Chairman)

Surv. Pauline A. Avose Esv. P.E. [EBitonmo (Mrs.)
Director of Boundary " © - Director of Lands
(Member) (Member/Secretary)



